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Christmas Miracles that Might Give You Hope! 
 *by Angelique Ennis 

Christmas is about bringing people together and spreading cheer. But, life does 
not always go how we want. Sometimes a Christmas miracle is just what we need 
and, sometimes, hope is all we need. So here it is! 3 Christmas miracles to give 
you hope. 

 
In Saint Petersburg, Florida, in 2015, 
a young girl named Gemma fell ill. 
Her parents had noticed that she had 
a fever on Sunday, December 13. 
Her symptoms didn’t seem to worsen, 
unfortunately, that was not the case. 
After a few days she became very 
pale and her voice had changed. 
Recognizing the seriousness of the 
problem, her parents rushed her to 

the emergency room. According to one report, she had gone into cardiac arrest which 
had forced the doctors to do CPR for 45 minutes, then her heart started to beat again 
on its own. Another report stated that she spent 3 days on a heart machine. Either way, 
her parents asked for prayers for her. She went on with a full recovery, which is nothing 
short of what the doctors, and her parents,  believed was a Christmas miracle. 
https://www.texasrighttolife.com/christmas-miracle-after-she-flatlined-twice-a-girl-in-flori
da-miraculously-recovered/ 
https://listverse.com/2018/12/25/10-true-to-life-christmas-miracles/ 
 

https://www.texasrighttolife.com/christmas-miracle-after-she-flatlined-twice-a-girl-in-florida-miraculously-recovered/
https://www.texasrighttolife.com/christmas-miracle-after-she-flatlined-twice-a-girl-in-florida-miraculously-recovered/
https://listverse.com/2018/12/25/10-true-to-life-christmas-miracles/
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Car Crash Victim Speaks Again! 
“Some miracles are the result not of chance but 
of modern technology going further than ever 
before.”  Joellan Huntely has been paralyzed 
from head to toe since her car crash in 1996. 
She has been unable to walk, or talk, and has 
been fed through a tube. In December of 2017, 

her mother, Louise, found a device that could be used to translate eye 
movements into words. It was very expensive but they could afford it through an 
insurance settlement they had received. When the device arrived her mother 
asked if she liked the Christmas sweater she had just gotten. That was the first 
time Joellan had spoken in 20 years. Her mother, Louise, saw this as nothing 
less than a Christmas miracle. 

https://listverse.com/2018/12/25/10-true-to-life-christmas-miracles/ 

 

 

In December of 2017, near Edmonton, Alberta, a 
woman named Tessa Lee got a call about some 
puppies.  The problem was that these animals 
were small and alone outside the city and freezing 
in the winter weather.Tessa drove to the location 
roughly 56 miles away and found five underweight 
pups shivering in the cold. She quickly picked 
them up and drove to the nearest veterinarian. 
With a lot of tender loving care, they were able to 
help the puppies recover. One of the puppies, whom Tessa named Ruby, struggled to 
lift her head or walk to her food. On Christmas day, 2017, the puppy was able to walk to 
Tessa for her food. Tessa posted a video of the sad but adorable event to the 
Whitecourt Homeless Animal Rescue Foundation Facebook page, showing the world 
the very lucky recovery.  
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/five-frozen-puppies-rescue-1.4464573 
https://listverse.com/2018/12/25/10-true-to-life-christmas-miracles/ 

 
 
 

https://listverse.com/2018/11/05/10-astonishing-feats-of-modern-technology/
https://listverse.com/2018/12/25/10-true-to-life-christmas-miracles/
https://listverse.com/2018/10/29/10-people-killed-by-their-dogs/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/five-frozen-puppies-rescue-1.4464573
https://listverse.com/2018/12/25/10-true-to-life-christmas-miracles/
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What’s Happening Around Campus 
 

Editor’s Desk 
Spelling Bee 

 
PJHS had their Spelling Bee 
on Monday, December 16. 
There were 45 participants 
that were quickly narrowed 
down during the 14 rounds.  

 
Our Spelling Bee Champ is 

Tristin Howl 
Runner up is Kateah Hulett 

 
Congratulations and best 

wishes as you prepare for the 
County Bee in January, 2020! 

 
 

While we don’t often consider how big the Scripps Spelling Bee is, we should 
look at some of the past history and current facts about the Bee.  First, according to 
their website, the Scripps Spelling Bee was founded in 1925. The Bee holds its purpose 
to be not only improving spelling, but also increasing vocabulary, learning concepts and 
correct English usage.  The Spelling Bee is open to students from 3rd grade through 8th 
grade only. Students will participate in many levels of competitions, including school, 
district, county, state, and finally, the National competition!  

 
County Bees must be held before January 31, while the State Bee is 

scheduled for March 21, 2020.  
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 
During Bee Week, May 24-May 29, 2020, 
students from across the nation, and 5 
non-US countries will gather at the Gaylord 
National Resort and Convention Center in 
National Harbor, Maryland, which is located 
just outside Washington, DC. There were 565 
participants in May of 2019.  These students 
were vying for the Grand Champion prizes 
which included:  
• $50,000 cash prize.  
• Engraved Scripps Cup trophy, designed 
exclusively for the Bee by Rookwood Pottery 
Company in Cincinnati.  
• $2,500 cash prize and complete reference 
library from Merriam-Webster.  
• Reference works and three-year online 
membership from Encyclopædia Britannica.  
• Trip to New York City to appear on “Live with 
Kelly and Ryan,” which airs weekday 
mornings in national syndication. 
• Trip to Hollywood to appear on ABC’s 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” which airs weeknights 
at 11:35 p.m. Eastern/10:35 p.m. Central 
(pending availability).  
 
NO WONDER winning the Spelling Bee can be such a big deal!  
 
http://spellingbee.com/sites/default/files/inline-images/2019-Scripps-National-Spelling-B
ee-sets-new-records.pdf 

 
 
 
 

http://spellingbee.com/sites/default/files/inline-images/2019-Scripps-National-Spelling-Bee-sets-new-records.pdf
http://spellingbee.com/sites/default/files/inline-images/2019-Scripps-National-Spelling-Bee-sets-new-records.pdf
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MESA  
*By Jordan 

Sponsor: Mrs. Sills 
The Junior High MESA team has been busy with recent competitions in Electric 

Car and Sumo Bot. At the electric car competition they placed 15th out of 50 teams. 
They had to race their cars 10 meters (close to 11 yards) against other schools’ cars.  

A Sumo Bot is a Lego robotic creation that is programmed by students. The 
competition is to program the Bot to push other Bots out of a ring. Sumo Bots cannot be 
guided using remote controls. They challenge another Bot for four rounds and the fifth, 
and last is the death round. In the death round if you fall out you are automatically out of 
the competition. The Lindsey Steiner team competed in the Technical Paper and Poster 
portion of the SumoBot competition, where they earned a 1st place!  

 
 

FFA 
*By Juan 

Sponsor: Mr. Arguello 
Our PJHS FFA is preparing to participate in the district opening and closing 

competition. This competition will be held in Tatum, on January 15. Mr. A will take a few 
of his students to the competition, including Blake Crandall, Madison, Tegan, Anthony, 
Henry, Blake Sutterfield, Gloria, and Peyton. Overall, Mr. A. thinks that his team will do 
very well and he hopes that they will go to the state competition. 

 
Mr. A said that FFA is going to start fundraisers next semester. They are going to 

sell beef jerky.  
 

FCCLA 
 *by Thomas 

Advisor: Mrs. Hightower 
FCCLA community service plans are coming along well, they just need to 

purchase the paint for their projects.  
Upcoming competitions that the FCCLA members are preparing for are 

advocacy, entrepreneurship, pastry arts, merchandising, and interior design. Their 
district competition is in January, and their state competition is coming up in March.The 
total amount of members participating in FCCLA is about 20 members in total. 
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Yearbook 
By Cael Grawrock 

Advisor: Mrs. Pierce-Perez 
While the preordering is over, and nothing new, of note, has come up the 

yearbook class has not stopped. Throughout the year, partners in the yearbook class 
work on individual pages. The days that each team work on their pages are random and 
not set to a specific schedule.  

In order to be a member of the Yearbook Class, students need to be 
recommended by a teacher. In this class, they will learn about caption writing, 
photography, creative writing, and sometimes marketing. We hope to hear more from 
the Yearbook in coming months.   

 
PJHS Band  

*By Samuel Marquez 
Instructor: Mr. Flores 

On Thursday, December 12th, at the Performing Arts Center, the Junior High 
Band performed a Christmas concert alongside the Lindsey beginning band and the 
High School Band. The concert began with the Lindsey beginning band performing an 
assortment of short songs, followed by the Junior High band with a selection of 
Christmas songs, and ending with the High school band performing more complex 
songs.  

The performance order allowed the kids that already performed their music to be 
able to learn from the other bands. The performance was well-received with an 
overflowing audience who either paid a dollar to enter, or donated two canned goods to 
the PHS band food drive. 

On Saturday, December 14th, at Clovis High School, selected members from the 
PHS and PJHS bands auditioned for the Southeast District Honor Band. The audition 
allowed the students to show off their skills, to compete with other schools, and to earn 
placements in the Honor Band performance. The students traveled to the Honor Band 
auditions by bus, there was an oversight with bus scheduling which caused a brief 
panic. Fortunately, the students were able to get a bus with the result being they arrived 
a bit later than they expected.  

The outcome of the Honor Band auditions was that four PJHS students and 14 
PHS students were selected for the Honor Bands. The four JH students selected 
where Samuel Marquez (Baritone Sax), Josiah Bwana (Percussion), Stratton 
Seifert (Percussion), and (Alondra Acosta) as an alternate for Clarinet. The Honor 
Band will perform February 1st in Hobbs, NM.  
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Honor Band participants have been given their music and must practice on their 
own and with Mr. Flores. They will meet in Hobbs on January 31st for a clinic and 
practice with other Honor Band members from across the state. They will then have 
their performance on February 1st where family and friends can attend.  

 
 
 

 
 

SPORTS  
*By Mykenzie & Adri 

Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball 
Interviews 

Zane Mayberry 
Q: Are you confident in your teammates? 
A: Yes, because we already know each other 
pretty well, so it’s easy for us to get along and 
trust each other. 
 

 
 
 
Toby Standifer 
Q: Are you confident in your teammates? 
A: Yeah, they are very good. 
Q: Did you win or lose your last game? 
A: We won. 
Q: What position do you play and why do you like it? 
A: I play point guard, and I am pretty good at it. 
Q: If you could play a different position what would it be and why? 
A: I would rather play small forward or a three, cause I'm good at those positions. 
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Coach Tellez 
Q: Are you confident in your team? 
A: Yes, I’m very confident that they will make me happy. I just hope that they believe in 
themselves as much as I believe in them. They play as one team, and they aren’t 
selfish. 
Q: Why do you like coaching? 
I don’t like coaching I love it! Every year presents a new challenge to me. I enjoy 
spending time with the kids, they keep me going really. Coaching is the game of life, if a 
kid learns to face adversity now, rather than later on in life, it's just that much easier in 
the real world. 
Q: Coach T would like to say: 
I love each of my players and believe in them. I know that deep down they will find it in 
them. The sky's the limit and they should always remember that...the key is not ‘I’ but 
‘we’. 
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Girls’ Basketball 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Olivia Low 
Q: Are you confident in your teammates? 
A: Yes 
Q: Did you win or lose your last game? 
A: We won. We haven’t lost yet, boiz! 
Q: What position do you play and do you like it? 
A: I play post. Yes, I like it because I score and because I suck at dribbling. 
Q: If you could change the position you play would you? 
A: No, I wouldn’t. 
Q: Is there anything else you would like to say? 
A: Our team is going for an undefeated season baby! 
 
Sabreena Tivis: 
Q: Are you confident in your teammates? 
A: My teammates play pretty good when we play. However, I think we need to push 
ourselves more in order to make improvements on the court. 
Q: Did you win or lose your last game?  
A: We lost our last game, right now we are 1-5. 
Q: What position do you play? 
A: I mostly play point guard but I play all positions. 
Q: Do you like this position and why? 



 PJHS Newsletter, December 2019   10 

A: Yes, I like this position because I am in some control of the court. I like being a 
leader. My coach says she trusts me to have control. 
Q: If you could change your position what would you change it to and why? 
A: If I could change my position, I would probably change it to a post because being a 
post is fun in my opinion. 
 
Sonya Dilts: 
Q: Are you confident in your teammates? 
A: Yeah I’m confident in them because we all get along pretty well and we play as a 
team. 
Q: Did you win or lose your last game? 
A: We won our last game. 
Q: What position do you play? 
A: I am a post. 
Q: Why do you like this position? 
A: I like this position because I get to score. 
 
Ms. King, Coach - Seventh Grade Girls 
What are the standings of your teams? A: 4-0, B: 1-0 
Who has been your biggest/most difficult competition?  Yucca Why? They were a much 
better skilled team than the other teams we have played.  We had to play a better 
quality of basketball against them. 
What do your teams need to do to improve? We still have bad habits that we have 
acquired over the years that we have to break like chasing the person we are defending 
and not deflecting the ball with the inside out.  But like any learned behaviors, these can 
be fixed with practice. 
Do you like coaching at this level? Yes I love it. Why? It is so much fun to work with 
young ladies who love to play and are eager to learn and improve. 
Is there anything else you would like for our readers to know?  I am very proud of how 
much hard work and effort they put in every single day.  They are a wonderful group of 
ladies. 
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Get to know your Teachers:  

By Cael 

 

Question Mrs Crawford Coach Horton Mrs Meeks 

What is your 
favorite color? 

“My favorite color is 
violet.”  

“My favorite color is 
blue.”   

“My favorite color is 
black though it's 
technically a 
shade.” 

What is your 
favorite food? 

“My favorite food is 
a snack, its 
popcorn.” 

“I like mexican 
food, especially 
salsa.”  

“Any chocolate or 
some chile relleno.”  

What is your 
favorite sport? 

“I like basketball.”  “Basketball.” “My favorite sport is 
tennis.” 

Do you enjoy 
teaching, and 
why? 

“I enjoy the 
students most.” 

“Yes, my favorite 
part is the 
students.” 

“On some day, and 
my favorite part is 
the students.” 

Where did you 
go to college? 

“I went to ENMU 
then UNM.” 

“I went to ENMU.” “I went to Eastern.” 

How long have 
you been 
teaching? 

“I’ve been teaching 
for 17 years.” 

“6 years.” “12 years.” 

What do you do 
in free time 

“I watch my kids 
play sports, and 
sleep.” 

“I play video games 
and watch movies.” 

“I spend time with 
family doing 
anything.” 

 

 
 



 PJHS Newsletter, December 2019   12 

 
Students of the Month 
Will return in January! 

There were no students selected during the month of December. 
Selections will resume in January. Students of the month are selected 
by their teachers. These students have exhibited qualities of Excellent 

character and good citizenship.  
 

Quote of the Month 
By Angelique 

 
“Christmas gives us the opportunity to pause and reflect on the 

important things around us.” 
-David Cameron 

 
Question of the Month 

By Angelique 
Christmas and New Year's Day occur exactly one week apart. So a 
New Year's that occurs right after Christmas should be on the same 

day of the week. But in the year 2020 Christmas will occur on a 
Friday and New Year's on a Wednesday. 

Why is this? 



 PJHS Newsletter, December 2019   13 

 
 ~PARENTS’ PAGE~ 

 
- All assignments are due this Friday, 12/20, many teachers 

have already stopped accepting late assignments! 
 

- It’s the end of the 1st semester! 
 

-School resumes on January 9, 2020 - Happy New Year! 
 

-Report Cards go out on January 10, 2020. 
 

-School IS IN SESSION on January 20,  
Martin Luther King, Day 

 
- Next Parent-Teacher Conference - February 10, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that extracurricular activities are not listed on the 
following calendars.    
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December 2019  
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1  2  3  4  5  6  

 

 

7 

8  9 

 

10 

MAP 

Testing,  

1, 3, 5 

11 

MAP 

Testing  

2, 4, 6 

12  13  14 

15  16  17  18  19  20 

End of 

Grading 

Period 

21 

Christmas 

Break Begins 

22  23  24  25 

Merry 

Christmas 

 

26  27  28 

29 

Winter 

Recess 

Continues 

30  31  Jan 1, 2020 

 

2  3  4 
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January 2020 
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

      Jan 1, 2020 

 

2  3  4 

5  6 

Teachers 

return for 

PD 

7 

Teachers 

PD 

8 

Teacher 

Work Day 

9 

Students 

Return! 

Welcome 

Back! 

10 

Report 

Cards 

11 

12  13  14  15  16  17  18 

19  20  21  22  23  24  25 

26  27  28  29  30  31  FEB 1 

2  3  4  5  6  7  8 
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Mrs. Pierce-Perez’ Art Classes have created a variety of beautiful and 
unique  art pieces, here is a sampling:  
 
 
Artist: Loren Campbell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Artist:  
Juan Carlos Castillo Para 
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Artist: Deyanara 
Fermin 
 
 
 
 
Artist: Cole Campbell 
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Artist: Julissa Soliz 

 
 
Artist:  
Jaxon Baca 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 PJHS Newsletter, December 2019   19 

 
 
 
Artist: Robert Stewart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Clay pots using the coil technique 
are especially challenging, but it is 

a technique that can produce 
beautiful works of art! 

 
 
 

Artist: Rigo Olguin 
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Artist: Alondra Arellano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artist: Edgar Castillo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Artist: Haley Huizar 
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Artist: Angel DeLeon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Artist: Emily 
McKinley 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Artist: Julian Fonseca 


